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BiEPTILES EROM RIO DE ORO, WESTERN SAHARA. 

By DK. a. GÜNTilEB, RB. 8. 

rpiIE Tring Museiim lias receivetl last year a small collection of reptiles rnade by 
-L Mr. Eiggonbacli in the littoral district of the Bio de Oro. The physical 
featnres of tbis district are more fully described by Mr. Riggenbach, and thercfore 
it may snffice to mention liere that t3ie “ Rio de Oro ” is a marine ehannel separating 
a península bearing the same narae frorn the maiuland, whieh for some distance 
inland is a barren, sandy desert, without any vegetation. It was liere wliere the 
ibllowing eight species were collected. 

1. Geckonia chazaliae. 

Mocquard, Bali. Mus. d'Ilixt. Xat. Paris i. 1895. p. 311. 

Tliis singular Gecko seems to be one of the most characteristic fornis of the 
Eeptiliau Fauna of this part of África. It is a trne desert forni, reimnding us of 
Phnjnosoma by its form and coloration, and particularly by the row of enlarged 
tnbercles whicli borders the back of the head. It was described in 1895 by 
M. Mocquard frorn a specimen obtained 20 kilometers inland of Cape Blanco— 
tliat is, somewhat more to the north tlian onr specimens, in ty picai desert conntry. 
To M. Moc<{uard's description 1 have only to add that in onr specimeus the median 
lower labial scute is conspicuously longer than broad, withont separating the pair 
of small chin-shields. The largest of several individuais is 82 mm. long, of 
which the tail takes 80 mm. In the perfect state the tail is tapering, slightly 
depressed at the base, annnlated, covered with very small scales, and anued with 
two longitudinal series of pointed projecting tubercles along the side, the npper 
series being composed of the largest. Each annulus is armed with one pair of 
tnbercles. 


2. Stenodactylus sthenodactylus Licht. 

3. Tropiocolotes tripolitanus Ptrs. 

4. Varanus griseus Daiul. 

5. Acanthodactylus scutellatus aureus subsp. nov. 

A considerablc number of this species were collected, and therefore it seems to 
be the most commou Lizard in this district. Specimens of this widely distribuíed 
spccies diífer greatly iu the form of the snont. Althougb tbc snont is geuerally 
conspicuously narrower than in the allicd A. pnrdalis , individuais do occur, 
es])ecially in the eastern localities, in which the snont is almost as wide as, and 
iiot mnch longer than, in ty picai A. pardalis. The greatest degree of attennation 
has been attained by the suont of specimens from the westernmost limit of the 
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range of tbe species. In Moroeco and Western Algeria nu individuais are founil 
with a broad snout. Sometimes the snont is so mueh eompressed that tbe canthi 
rostrales are slightly concave, instead of straight lines. 

In all the specimens which I have examined from localities from Syria to 
Algeria, the series of upper labiais (to below the centre of the orbit) is composed 
of five, and exceptionally six, sentes ; whilst in the specimens from the westeru 
limits of the range of the species, th is iiumber is rednced to fonr by the coalescence 
of the two posterior scutes, one very long scute bordering the lip below the anterior 




Typicai form. 


half of the eye. Coalescence or division of labial shields is iu Lizards of snch 
commom occurrence that taxonomic value is scarcely ever attached to it. Yet it 
seems to be worthy of notice that of more than thirty specimens from the Rio 
de Oro, and of several from Southern Algeria (Lataste coll.), every one has an 
uudivided fonrtli labial ; whilst in all from more western localities I have found £ ^ 0 c 
that shield divided iuto two snbeqnal halves. To draw atteution to this peculiarity 
I have named the western form aitreus . 

G. Maeroprotodon cucullatus. 

Tliree s}>ecimens, agreeing in having 19 rows of scales, and in being nearly 
uniformly coloured, with very small spots ou the back, aud uuspotted abdomeu. 


T. Psammophis schokari Forsk. 


S. Coelopeltis monspessulana Herm. 



